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We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to the 
public library in Navarre. 

Call for directions and more information 
(850) 939-8109 

If you know of someone who would like to 
receive this publication, please let us know.  

 
 For a free Bible correspondence course by 

mail, call us. 

Navarre church of Christ 
8490 James M Harvell Rd 
Navarre, FL 32566 

Place 
Stamp 
Here 

      Assembly Schedule 
     Sunday 

    Bible Class for all ages 9:00 AM 
    Morning Worship Service 10:00 AM 
    Evening Worship Service  6:00 PM 

 

Wednesday 
    Bible Class for all ages 7:00 PM 

VISITORS ARE  
WELCOME! 

  
 

his purpose." The "good" here 
corresponds to God’s ultimate 
purpose for humanity. Summa-
rized, the phrase "all things work" 
equals the law of operation; "all 
things work together" equals the 
law of cooperation. The phrase 
"all things work together for good" 
signifies the law of compensation; 
"all things work together for good 
to them that love the Lord" is the 
law of limitation. 
 
The Bible clearly teaches the cer-
tainty of God’s providence. How-
ever, there is some uncertainty 
exactly how it works. We can as-
suredly say, though, that God’s 
providence works through elders, 
deacons, preachers, teachers, 
parents, Christians and the local 
church (1 Cor. 3:5-10). 
 

"Who then is Paul, and who is 
Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave 
to every man? I have planted, 
Apollos watered; but God gave 
the increase. So then neither is he 
that planteth any thing, neither he 
that watereth; but God that giveth 
the increase. Now he that planteth 
and he that watereth are one: and 
every man shall receive his own 
reward according to his own la-
bour. For we are labourers to-
gether with God: ye are God's 
husbandry, ye are God’s building. 
According to the grace of God 
which is given unto me, as a wise 
masterbuilder, I have laid the 
foundation, and another buildeth 
thereon. But let every man take 
heed how he buildeth thereupon." 
 
Finally, we can have confidence 

that the minimal benefit of provi-
dence is the ability to remain faith-
ful (Rev. 2:10; 1 Cor. 10:13). 
Through providence, nothing and 
no one can separate us from God 
(unless we allow it) (Rom. 8:35-
39).  ~ 

By Louis Rush-
more 
 
Like God him-
self (Gen. 1:1), 
providence is 
not precisely 
defined in the 
Bible. Neither 
does the word 
p r o v i d e n c e 
appear in the 
Bible with ref-
erence to God. 
H o w e v e r , 
God’s provi-
dence is amply 
taught through-
out the Bible. 
 
There are two 
types of providence. There is 
general providence, under which 
all of humanity shares physical 
blessings irrespective of individ-
ual relationships with God. ". . . 
your Father which is in heaven: 
for he maketh his sun to rise on 
the evil and on the good, and 
sendeth rain on the just and on 
the unjust" (Matt. 5:45). 
 
There is also special providence, 
under which faithful children of 
God are the direct recipients of 

physical or spiritual blessings. 
 
"And Joseph said unto his breth-
ren, Come near to me, I pray you. 
And they came near. And he 
said, I am Joseph your brother, 
whom ye sold into Egypt. Now 
therefore be not grieved, nor an-
gry with yourselves, that ye sold 
me hither: for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. For 
these two years hath the famine 
been in the land: and yet there 
are five years, in the which there 

shall neither be 
earing nor har-
vest. And God 
sent me before 
you to pre-
serve you a 
posterity in the 
earth, and to 
save your lives 
by a great de-
liverance. So 
now it was not 
you that sent 
me hither, but 
God: and he 
hath made me 
a father to 
Pharaoh, and 
lord of all his 
house, and a 
ruler through-

out all the land of Egypt" (Gen. 
45:4-8). 
 
In the strictest sense, God’s 
providence does not employ 
miracles today. During miracu-
lous times God sometimes used 
miracles to aid his providence. 
Miracles, though, have ended, as 
every mature, faithful child of God 
will attest (1 Cor. 13:8-13; Eph. 
4:11-14). Yet, God does use di-
vine power (i.e., power that you 
and I do not have) to affect natu-
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ral law to execute his providence. 
 
What, then, is the difference be-
tween miracles which have 
ceased and divine power which 
God uses to make providence 
work? Miracles, among other 
things, were always visible dem-
onstrations of supernatural 
power. Divine power that God 
uses in his providence is not dis-
cernible to human beings (i.e., 
though the result of God’s provi-
dence may be visible, how God 
causes it to occur cannot be 
known). Therefore, God’s provi-
dence appears mysterious to us. 
God simply does not tell us some 
things about his providence (and 
other matters, Deut. 29:29). "O 
the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and knowledge of God! 
how unsearchable are his judg-
ments, and his ways past finding 
out!" (Rom. 11:33). 
 
The purpose of God’s providence 
is the ultimate redemption of hu-
manity. Therefore, suffering (e.g., 
Joseph, Job; Acts 8:1-4) or even 
death (e.g., "The blood of martyrs 
is the seed of the kingdom"; the 
death of Christ; Rev. 2:10) rather 
than earthly happiness may bet-
ter serve the purpose of the 
providence of God. 
 
How does God’s providence af-
fect humanity? (1) The created 
world is sustained by divine, 
providential power--the same 
power by which it was created 
(Col. 1:16-17; Heb. 1:1-3; John 
1:1-3). (2) Prayers are effective 
through providence. "Elias was a 
man subject to like passions as 
we are, and he prayed earnestly 
that it might not rain: and it rained 
not on the earth by the space of 
three years and six months. And 
he prayed again, and the heaven 
gave rain, and the earth brought 

forth her fruit" (Jam. 5:17-18). (3) 
Christians are to be worry-free 
because of providence (Matt. 
6:24-34). (4) God, through his 
providence, appoints rulers (e.g., 
Nebuchadnezzar, Dan. 4:17-34), 
raises up or pulls down nations 
(e.g., Jer. 18:7-10), arranges 
circumstantial events of people 
and Christians (i.e., brings parties 
together who will predictably or 
through foreknowledge react a 
certain way (e.g., Pharaoh’s 
hardened heart )). God, though, 
does not interfere with free moral 
agency. 
 
How does humanity affect the 
providence of God? (1) God 
works through people who volun-
tarily conform to the purpose or 
will of God (e.g., taking the Gos-
pel to the world, Mark 16:15-16). 
(2) God will use other persons to 
achieve his will if one through his 
own free moral agency does not 
do the will of God (e.g., Esth. 
4:15). 
 
Providence as it pertains to 
Christians is circumstantial. Only 
faithful children of God directly 
benefit from the goal of God’s 
providence (Rom. 8:28); the 
Egyptians became the indirect 
beneficiaries of the unfolding of 
God’s providence to save Jo-
seph’s family. Otherwise, though 
the ungodly may appear to pros-
per in this life, they will not perse-
vere in eternity (e.g., Luke 16:19-
31; however, not all rich people in 
this life are evil--Job, Abraham). 
 
God uses imperfect humanity to 
further his providence. He uses 
imperfect people who are gener-
ally righteous (e.g., Noah, Abra-
ham, Isaac, Jacob, Moses, Peter, 
you and me). Additionally, God 
uses people to accomplish his 
providential goals who may be 

generally unrighteous (e.g., rul-
ers, nations, etc.). 
 
A key element of providence is 
that through it God provides. The 
truth-seeker will find the truth 
(John 7:17). Providence provides 
for the fulfillment of God’s ulti-
mate goal for humanity (Phil. 
1:12). "But I would ye should un-
derstand, brethren, that the 
things which happened unto me 
have fallen out rather unto the 
furtherance of the gospel." 
 
God, through providence, is at-
tentive to the needs of his people. 
God does not slumber (Psa. 
121:3). God sees and knows. 
 
"And fear not them which kill the 
body, but are not able to kill the 
soul: but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and 
body in hell. Are not two spar-
rows sold for a farthing? and one 
of them shall not fall on the 
ground without your Father. But 
the very hairs of your head are all 
numbered. Fear ye not therefore, 
ye are of more value than many 
sparrows" (Matt. 10:28-31). 
 
God hears the prayers of his 
faithful children; "For the eyes of 
the Lord are over the righteous, 
and his ears are open unto their 
prayers: but the face of the Lord 
is against them that do evil" (1 
Pet. 3:12). God will never leave 
us (Heb. 13:5-6). God is our de-
fender; "What shall we then say 
to these things? If God be for us, 
who can be against us" (Rom. 
8:31). 
 
The first verse about God’s provi-
dence to which we usually turn is 
Romans 8:28. "And we know that 
all things work together for good 
to them that love God, to them 
who are the called according to 
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by Edwin Crozier 
 
I have now heard it all. Okay, 
maybe not. But surely this is 
close. Some church in Columbia, 
Tennessee is offering gas cards 
to visitors. I have no doubt some 
folks will proclaim, “How innova-
tive! How creative!” Some might 
say, “Wish I had thought of that.” 
 
I say, what happened to Romans 
1:16? “For I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the power of 
God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and 
also to the Greek” (ESV). 
 
Do we really believe it is the 
power of God to save? Or do we 
think it lacks something? I’m sure 
the church offering the gas cards 
would say they believe the Gos-
pel has that power. They just 
don’t think anyone will come to 
hear the Gospel if they don’t prop 

it up with a material desire like 
free gas. 
 
This, of course, is no different 
than numerous attempts going 
on each week by churches all 
over the country. When Vacation 
Bible Schools look more like 
county fairs with free crafts and 
bouncy rides, are we saying the 
Gospel is no longer cutting it? 
When assemblies are more like 
rock concerts or club hopping, 
are we saying the Gospel needs 
to be propped up? When we at-
tract people to the congregation 
by having parties for the young 
people, mixers for the singles, 
mother’s day out for the parents 
and so much fun and games, are 
we saying that we just don’t think 
the Gospel is powerful enough to 
save people? 
 
No church would say they are 
ashamed of Christ’s Gospel. But 

let’s get real. When folks ask, 
“What have you got for my chil-
dren?” and we bow our heads, 
kick the dirt, and say, “Only the 
Gospel,” we are showing embar-
rassment. When a church is add-
ing in all these fleshly frills to get 
folks to attend, they are saying, 
“We are kind of embarrassed that 
the Gospel doesn’t have what 
you want, so we’ll add it in. 
Maybe while you’re here, you 
might catch some of the Gospel 
by osmosis.” 
 
I have two things to say about 
this. Perhaps if Christians in gen-
eral would move beyond being 
unremarkably average and really 
allow the Gospel to change their 
lives, more people would be en-
ticed to check out what is going 
on in our churches. At the same 
time, if I might borrow a phrase 
from a bestselling book, we just 
need to recognize that the world 
just isn’t that into the Gospel. 
Why would we keep trying to 
make the Gospel look more 
worldly just to get them to show 
up “at church”? 
 
I think God is powerful enough to 
get the folks who are willing to 
submit by using His Gospel. He 
doesn’t need us to offer free gas 
in order to help Him out. If He 
needed that, He would have 
done it Himself. Do we not think 
that God could fill all the gas 
tanks in the world if that is what it 
would take to save people? Let’s 
just stick with what God has 
given us—the Gospel. That is 
powerful enough.  ~ 
 

Is the Gospel Powerful Enough? 


