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part in the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone" (Rev.
21:8). In other words, it is still
a sin that God will punish by
casting those who are guilty
into the pit of hell.

Friends, let us not accept Satan's attempt to legitimize
another sin. Let us stand on
what the Bible teaches-homosexuality is still a sin.
Steven F. Deaton

We meet on James M Harvell Rd next to
the public library in Navarre.
Call for directions and more information
(850) 939-8109

For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;
and the men likewise gave up natural relations with women and were consumed with
passion for one another, men committing
shameless acts with men and receiving in
themselves the due penalty for their error.
And since they did not see fit to acknowledge
God, God gave them up to a debased mind to
do what ought not to be done.
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VISITORS ARE WELCOME!

Modesty aside, do you think
you’re attractive? Do you
think you’re beautiful, if
you’re a woman, or handsome, if you’re a man? Are
you concerned about being
beautiful, staying beautiful,
and being around beautiful
(handsome) people? No one
wants to be ugly. All of us, to
some degree, want to be

beautiful or handsome…or, at
least, attractive. But how do
you determine who is or who
is not beautiful? How do you
define beauty and attractiveness? For many people, and
especially for men, attractiveness and beauty are judged
purely by what we see physically—by what a person looks
like; by his or her outward
appearance.

This was Samson’s problem!
You will remember that most
of the stories about him in
the book of Judges involve a
woman: first, his Philistine
wife (Judges 14:1-20); then a
prostitute (16:1-3); and finally, Delilah (16:4-21). And how
was it that Samson chose his
women? It was by what she
“looked” like to him! That is
certainly how he picked his
wife. He saw this Philistine
woman in Timnah, and he
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wanted her; so he said to his
father, Manoah, “Get her for
me, for she looks good to
me” (14:1-3; 14:7 – NASB).
Are we as shallow as Samson
was in how we “judge” beauty today? Does “beauty” depend on what a person
“looks like” to us? Are we too
physically oriented when it
comes to how we define
“beauty”? Let me ask you:
what is “attractive” to you?
On what basis do you decide
who is “beautiful”?
Well, let’s talk about this
from God’s perspective for
just a minute. How does God
define beauty? What’s attractive to Him? One thing is for
sure: God does not see as
man sees! When He looks for
beauty, He doesn’t look so
much on the outward man.
God looks at the person’s
heart (cf. 1 Sam. 16:7). Physical strength and physical
beauty are not what God
considers attractive. “He
does not delight in the
strength of the horse; He
does not take pleasure in the
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legs of a man. The Lord favors those who fear Him,
those who wait for His lovingkindness” (Psalm 147:10-11).
“The Lord takes pleasure in
His people; He will beautify
the afflicted one with salvation” (149:4). God can make
hundreds of strong horses or
human legs; He can make
strong and beautiful human
bodies. And so to see strong
legs run—legs that He has
made, and made to run—this
does not “delight” the Lord.
What the Lord “favors” is
those who fear Him and patiently wait in faith for His
loving-kindness (cf. Psalm
147:11). You see, a respectful, patient, and trusting
heart is one thing that our
God simply does not make.
Such a heart is something
that a man voluntarily chooses to give back to God…and
this is what “delights” the
Lord! And with God, you
don’t have to fret about
whether or not you’re physically beautiful or attractive
enough, because what is not
physically beautiful (the
afflicted), God will “beautify…

with salvation” (149:4). And
the salvation that the Lord
gives to a person who turns
in faith to Him makes that
person beautiful to God. So
understand, God does not
define “beauty” like we do!
He looks, not at the outward,
but at the inside…at the
“hidden
man
of
the
heart” (cf. 1 Peter 3:4).
Now please consider that
since this is how God judges
beauty—not looking at the
outer man but at the heart—
shouldn’t we judge beauty
the same way? In the book of
Proverbs, there is a section
where a father and mother
are strongly urging their son
to avoid the adulterous woman (Prov. 6:20-25). The son is
specifically told: “Do not desire her beauty in your heart,
nor let her capture you with
her eyelids” (6:25). There is a
“beauty” that must not
attract us. It is the outward,
the physical, the flesh! Instead, we must look for the
inner beauty. We must teach
our children (especially our
sons) not to be attracted primarily by outward beauty.

We must look more inwardly
at what the inner man looks
like before we decide if she
really is attractive. One who is
physically attractive on the
outside but ugly on the inside
is just plain ugly! She is not
beautiful!
I am afraid that we simply
have not taught our children
enough about what makes
one beautiful. We live in a

society that emphasizes and
is obsessed with outer physical beauty! And we get
caught up in it, too! We need
to help our children to look
at—and for—the inner beauty of a person. And we need
to set the example for them
by doing the same ourselves.
Do we delight in the physical…the outward? Or, like
God, do we delight in the in-
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ner spiritual beauty of a person? Do you see and appreciate the beauty of saved men
faithfully serving God, regardless of what the outside looks
like? For ourselves and for
our children, we need to develop and look for the inner
beauty, the attractiveness
that comes out of a person’s
heart! So, once again, are you
beautiful? Well, I guess that
all depends on how you define beauty! ~

Homosexuality Is Still A Sin
You are aware of the recent
events involving homosexuality. A few are trying to force
the rest of us to accept it as a
normal behavior, one on par
with heterosexuality. This is
nothing new. For many years
homosexuals have pushed for
main-stream status. They
even changed the name of
themselves from homosexual
and "sodomite" to "gay," a
word that conveys happiness.
Despite their desire to be acceptable, the Bible still says

they are sinners.
The Holy Spirit revealed that
neither "homosexuals, nor
sodomites...will inherit the
kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:910). He also stated that their
behavior is "against nature" (Rom. 1:26-27). In other
words, it is unnatural for two
men or two women to have
sexual relations with one another. It is contrary to God's
design. He made a woman

for a man; Eve for Adam, not
Steve for Adam (Gen. 2; Mk.
10:6-8).
Peter, by inspiration, said
that God turned the cities of
Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes not only because of their
sin, but also to serve as "an
example to those who afterward would live ungodly" (2
Pet. 2:6). Those who are sexually immoral, including homosexuals, "shall have their

